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Worship Schedule 

 Sunday, 8:00am Traditional Worship 

Sunday 10:15am Experiential Worship 

Wednesday 6:45pm Blended Worship 

Bethel Lutheran Church  
S77 W18426 Janesvil le  Rd  
Muskego Wisconsin 53150  
262-679-1616 
Bethelmuskegoelc.org  
Visit  us on facebook  

 Staff   

Pastor 

Rev. Anne Strickert 

Family Life Minister 

Dcs. Marcia Marquardt 

Secretary 

Jeanne Kolkoski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Council 

President 

Ed Hammer 

Vice-President 

Bob McGregor 

Secretary 

Cathy Pierce 

Acting Treasurer 

Kathy McGregor 

Financial Secretary 

Kathy McGregor 

Assistant Financial Secretary 

Kathleen Frahmann 

Kathy Beale 

Joyce Castona 

Dan Conner 

Georgia Hainer 

Keith Jochims 

Teri Orlando 

Tim Reichelt 

Ed Schmidt 

Matt York 
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Who is Bethel?: Outreach 

 

The mission of Bethel is to “Celebrate God’s grace, and reach out with 
Christ’s love”.  We see this clearly through the connections we have in 
the community.  We support  the Muskego Food Pantry, Alcoholics 
Anonymous, Girl Scouts of America, Easy Method Driving School, Mary 
Linsmeier Pre-school and 4K programs.  We also financially support far 
reaching ministries through contributions to Lutheran World Relief, 
World Vision, The ELCA Disaster Relief funds and in our partnerships 
with the Meru Diocese in Tanzania. 

 
 

Last weekend I experienced the true Godliness in people through the events before and 

during our craft, raffle and bake sale. 
  

A mini-miracle?  Four Outreach members met to put together a few raffle baskets: 

maybe one for a woman, one for a man and one for a family.  Our resources were much 

less than last year.  When we were through, we had ten baskets and a painting (donated 

by one of  our talented church members).  We were amazed! 
  

Caring!  People came to the sale to see what we had, and many bought generously, es-

pecially our congregation’s wonderful bakery.  But the most impressive part was the 

people who stopped by to chat and have a cup of  coffee.  Several elderly folks sat with 

Audrey (our minister of  hospitality) and had their own stories to share, welcoming a 

friendly ear.   
  

Sharing!  Then a very remarkable act occurred 

during the raffle drawing.  The winner of  the fam-

ily basket opened it and share some of  the toys 

with a grateful young girl and a surprised little 

boy.  That is the true spirit of  Christmas. 
  

Perhaps the most meaningful part to me was the 

cooperation and generosity of  our congregation to 

make this event a success.  I know all who were 

involved were thankful.  So, Happy Thanksgiving 

Bethel! 
  

Kathy Duran—Outreach 
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“789,120 minutes, 789,120 journeys to plan…” 

Perhaps you have heard of a Broadway show called òRent.ó Itõs the 
story       a of  a few friends who are struggling to make ends meet 
in an abandoned building in New York City. The signature song, 
òSeasons of Loveó counts out a year in the life of friends ð 525, 
600 minutes. As you are reading this article, I have been a part of  
the life of Bethel for roughly 789, 120 minutesé548 daysé almost 

18 monthséa year and a half. In the grand scale of things, not all that long. But letõs just 
think about a few of  the things that have happened in the past year and a half: 

Nearly every wall in the church has been painted 

All the carpets have been shampooed 

Nearly all the spaces have been changed 

The ELCA had a controversial vote about sexuality 

The Greater Milwaukee Synod elected a new bishop 

7 infants have been baptized 

6 students received their First Holy Communion 

15 students were confirmed 

Our council president was married 

There were 7 funerals/memorial services 

We changed the direction of  the pews 

We changed the direction of the pewsé 

There have been a few changes in personnel as well, with Mike Huffman leaving and Heidi 
Surprenant returning as musician, Kathy and Tom Ferguson retiring from their position as 
secretary, Linda Radmer stepping down as treasurer, our custodian Jeanne Kolkoski becom-
ing our volunteer coordinator and secretary, and our deaconess Marcia Marquardt not only 
being responsible for children and families, but preaching more and developing prayer cir-
cles.  

 

Nothing in the world is the same as it was 5 years ago, and nothing in Muskego is the same. 
Thatõs what happens with time: it keeps moving. The needs of the community are very dif-
ferent now than they were when Bethel was founded nearly 60 years ago ð and as the 
Church, the Body of  Christ, we want always to be aware of  the context of  our ministry, 
Godõs mission. 

 

 

I know that change is hard, but I believe God is using change in the congregation ð in the 
world - in order for us to draw closer to Him, to become more useful in His kingdom. Be-
thel Lutheran Church is but one tool God is using to gather His people into relationship 
with Him. Worship and Bible study are only two of  the more conventional ways God is 
reaching His children, but God isnõt satisfied with stopping at that. God wants to use us in 
less conventional ways as well ð all for the purpose of  furthering HIS work. What will come 
in the future is beyond our knowledge. God knows the plans He has for us, plans for 
GOOD! If  we can trust in that, knowing that it is God who is in charge, God who has the 
plans, then I believe ð I KNOW ð that the future will bring the reign of  Christ in this place 
in ways beyond our wildest dreams! Thanks be to God, for trusting in His good purpose 

for us. May we learn to follow in faith, growing 
closer to Him, knowing that we never journey 
alone.        

        

    Pastor Anne 
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MAKING THE MOST OF THE MILES 
 

I use my Sunday morning commute to pray for our pastor, leaders, Sunday School teachers 
and students, our worship together, and our focus on God.  Itõs been a special time for me 
to remember those who have prepared for our Sunday worship and education, and to pray 
for Godõs Spirit to accomplish the goals that he has in mind as we gather.  Itõs a small, but 
powerful way that I can serve Bethel. 

 

I pass two other churches on my travels to Bethel, so Iõve starting praying for their churches 
and leaders, too. 

 

Want to join me on Sunday mornings in praying for Bethel?  You donõt have to climb 
in my car!  We all can use our time in our cars to pray for Bethel.  What a great oppor-
tunity for each of  us to spend time with God in prayer!  What a great opportunity for fami-
lies and couples to pray together (aloud or silently) in the car each week! 

 

Canõt make it to Bethel on a particular Sunday?  Keep praying anyway and serve others 
there!  Iõm praying for Bethel even when Iõm not there on Sunday mornings. 

 

Make up your own prayer and let God guide your words.  Or use the prayer that I have 
crafted for you below.  Pick up prayer cards in the gathering space at Bethel to hang from 
your rearview mirror or place in your home. 

 

Lord, you are in charge.  You are worthy of  our trust.  Prepare our hearts for wor-
ship this morning.  Help us be open to what you want to share with us, and keep our 
focus on you.  Guide the pastor, assistant, readers, acolyte, choir, ushers, greeters, 
Sunday School teachers, and others who lead.  Give them confidence in you.  Work 
through all of  us to accomplish your purpose today. Help us to love each other and 
welcome everyone.  Amen! 

 

Make the most of  your miles on 
Sunday mornings by praying for 
Bethel! 

 

 

Deaconess Marcia Marquardt 
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Volunteer: (vol-uhn-teer)                    
a person who voluntarily offers himself 
or herself for a service or undertaking 
without pay.  

 

 

Itôs time to think about choosing the perfect gift for friends and loved ones 
for Christmas.  Itôs time for New Years resolutions.  What is the ñperfectò 
gift? Perhaps this year you can wrap the perfect gift, yourself, and make a 
meaningful resolution for 2011.  Consider volunteering, help someone with 
no expectation of payment.  There are many opportunities within Bethel 
and in our community. If you need help find a place to volunteer, please 
contact me. 

        Blessings, 

        Jeanne Kolkoski 

        Bethel volunteer coordinator  

 

262-679-1616 church 414-788-4257 Jeanne jkolkoski@gmail.com  

 

 

 

“I always wondered why somebody didn't do something about that… 

then I realized I was somebody. 

Womanõs Shelter 

Food Pantries 

Meals on Wheels 

Drive to Doctors appt.õs 

Grocery shop for disabled 

Snow removal from sidewalks 

Babysit 

Read at school 

Sort clothes at the clothe closet 

Angel food ministries 

Red Cross 

Chamber of  Commerce 

Habitat for Humanity 

United way  

Special Olympics 

Hospice Vigil 

Pet Therapy 

Lunch time companion 

Visit at nursing homes 

Christmas Caroling 

High school tutoring 
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Adult Bible Studies 
 

 

Discover the strength and renewal that God brings as we study the Bible together.  Get 
to know God and others better through a Bible Study. Everyone is welcome at any of  
these studies—from the oldest to the youngest adult, both men and women! No 
experience required! 

Mondays at 7:00-8:30pm  

Bible studies held at Bethel Lutheran, s77 w18426 Janesville Rd 

 December 6&13: The Nativity 

 January: Synoptic Gospels 

 February: Gospel of  John 

Leader:  Pastor Anne 

Tuesdays at 9:30-11:30am December 7 & 14,  December and February classes will 
be at Bethel. January classes will be held at Atonement Lutheran Church, S70 W16244 
Martin Drive.  Walk with Jesus from his birth through his ministry.  These classes also 
will coincide with the Sunday School lessons.  Child care is available.                    
Leader:  Marcia Marquardt 

Wednesdays at 6:30-8:00pm at Atonement Lutheran Church, S70 W16244 Martin 

Drive.  Enjoy two months of  study (January 5, 12, 19, & 26, and February 2, 9, 16, & 

26).  These studies are identical to the Tuesday morning study and also will coincide 

with the Sunday School lessons.  Walk with Jesus from his birth through his ministry.  

Child care is available.   Leader:  Marcia Marquardt 

Advent devotions are available in the gathering space. 

Itõs not a question of PREPARING to meet the Lord; you see, 

no human being is capable of  that. It is a question, rather, of  

BEING prepared. 

The one who does the preparing is not you or I é but GOD. 

And what God prepares is us!  

That is the good news of  Advent-good news heralded many 

centuries ago and examined again in these devotional Advent 

prayers based on Isaiah 40:1-11 

http://www.creativecommunications.com/images/products/large/AG4_large.jpg
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 December 

 

11th  4:30pm High School Kids       

     Christmas shop for a needy family. 

19th  9:00am “Comfort and Joy”       

     Christmas program followed by brunch. 

19th  3:00pm “The Winter Rose” A Christmas Cantata 

 

January 

8th  4:30-6:30 It’s Game Time for High school youth 

30th  9:00am Annual congregational Meeting 

 

 

February 

7th  5:00-7:00pm Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser 

12th  8:30am-3:00pm All Boards retreat 
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1  6:45pm Worship  

5  Gifts for Friends of Jesus Due 

 8:00am  Worship  

 9:00am  Sunday School 

 10:15am Worship  

 11:15am Sunday School Music Practice 

6 7:00pm  Bible Study at Bethel 

7 9:30am Bible Study at Bethel 

8  6:45pm Worship  

11 4:30pm  High School Kids Christmas shop 

12 8:00am  Worship  

 9:00am  Sunday School 

 10:15am Worship  

13 7:00pm  Bible Study at Bethel 

14  9:30am Bible Study at Bethel 

 4:00pm  Saint Vincent De Paul meal Program 

15  6:45pm Worship  

18 10:30am Christmas program practice 

19  9:00am  ñComfort and Joyò Christmas program 

 10:00am Brunch 

 3:00pm  ñthe Winter Roseò Cantata free concert 

24  7:00pm  Christmas Eve Worship 

26 9:00am  Worship  
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2  9:00am  Worship  

5  6:45pm Worship  

8 4:30pm  Game Time 

9  8:00am  Worship  

 9:00am  Sunday School 

 10:15am Worship  

11  4:00pm  St. Vincent De Paul meal program, high school kids serve food 

12  6:45pm Worship  

16 8:00am  Worship  

 9:00am  Sunday School 

 10:15am Worship  

19  6:45pm Worship  

20  7:00pm  Ginnyôs Gems Bible Study 

23 8:00am  Worship  

 9:00am  Sunday School 

 10:15am Worship  

26  6:45pm Worship  

27  7:00pm  Womanôs Bible Study 

30 8:00am  Worship  

 9:00am  Sunday School 

 9:00am  Annual Congregational Meeting 
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2  6:45pm Worship  

6  8:00am  Worship  

 9:00am  Sunday School 

 10:15am Worship  

9 6:45pm Worship  

13 8:00am  Worship  

 9:00am  Sunday School 

 10:15am Worship  

16 6:45pm Worship  

20 8:00am  Worship  

 9:00am  Sunday School 

 10:15am Worship  

 

23 6:45pm Worship  

27 8:00am  Worship  

 9:00am  Sunday School 

 10:15am Worship  
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 You are warmly invited to 

WINTER ROSE 

All are welcome! 

262-679-1616 bethelmuskegoelc.org 

the 

Sunday, December 19 

3:00pm 

Bethel Lutheran Church 
S77 W18426 Janesville Rd 

Muskego WI 

(1/2 mile east of Racine Ave) 

Today, the rose remains a vital expression of love and peace.  
Its appearance in the garden is a treasured symbol of the 
most meaningful expressions of the heart..No flower holds 
our dreams of love more beautifully than the rose. 

 

Join us for an afternoon of music with the Bethel Lutheran 
Church Senior Choir and the Menomonee Falls Symphony 
Orchestra as they share with you the beauty of Godôs  greatest 

gift in The Winter Rose -a Christmas Cantata.  

 

A free will offering will be collect to support Bethelôs music ministries. 
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Sunday School/Confirmation/High School 
Youth Service Project 
Place presents in box by Marcia’s office by December 5 

The Sunday School and Confirmation students are invited to bring a wrapped $10 
present for children in need in Milwaukee by December 5.  The presents will be given 
to children in their homes and also distributed through several Milwaukee churches at 
their Christmas Eve services.  Attach a tag to each present that describes the gift and 
the gender and age of  the child.  Tags are posted on the Family Ministry bulletin 
board by the restrooms. 

 

On Saturday, December 11, 4:30-6:30 High school students are invited to meet at 
Bethel and car pool to shop for a needy family and then return to Be-
thel for pizza.  

R.S,V.P Janel Francis 262-679-4417 

 

 

Sunday School Classes 
Sundays at 9:00-10:00am for children age 3 through Grade 6 

Children get to know Jesus through weekly Bible stories and daily life applications in 
our Sunday School classes. We use a rotational style of  teaching incorporating creative 

and interactive centers that apply the truths learned through the Bible sto-
ries. Teachers develop a loving atmosphere where children feel welcome 
and valued.  Invite another family to join us.  No registration is necessary.  
Contact Marcia Marquardt for more information. 

 

There are No Sunday School classes on December 19, 26, and January 2. 
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Sunday School Christmas Program  
and Congregation Christmas Brunch 

Sunday, December 19 at 9:00am 

 

The Sunday School children will lead worship on Sunday, December 19 at 9:00am 
with their Program, òChristmas Comfort and Joy.ó  There only will be one service that 
day.  The whole congregation is invited to worship together at 9:00am. 

 

Join the children for a Christmas Brunch immediately following the worship service 
on December 19.  The congregation and guests will enjoy a meal together and work 
on a short service project for our pen pals in Hong Kong. 

 

The children will have these practices: 

 

Sunday, December 5:  Music with Pastor Anne after the late service for 20 minutes 

Saturday, December 18 

10:30am-Noon  Practice for Children with Speaking Parts 

Noon-12:30pm  Pizza Lunch for All Children 

12:30-2:00pm  Practice for All Children 
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Confirmation Classes 

 

 

January 30, February 13, March 27, April 10, & May 22 at 5:00-8:00pm 

Seventh and Eighth Grade students and an adult will be studying the Bible this year.  
Our goal is to help the students become familiar with and excited about Godõs Word.  
Classes will consist of  a family potluck, interactive lessons, and weekly home blog 
postings and readings from the Bible.  There also will be four service projects during 
the year, providing a Wednesday evening Lenten supper, and Confirmation Summer 
Camp.  Invite another family from the community who might be interested in this 
class. 

 

It’s Game Time! 

January 8th 4:30pm-630pm Come for a night of  fun and games.  
High school youth are invited to join Ed Hammer and Bill Kolkoski for a couple hrs 
of  fun and fellowship.  We will begin with devotion and then your choice of  board 
games, video games, basketball, football,  and snacks. 

Game Time 

Outreach will be selling  

Homemade Soup on Jan 30th 

 before SOUPER BOWL  Sunday. 

More details to follow for this fundraiser. 

Our annual congregational meeting will 

be held Sunday, January 30, after wor-

ship. There will be ONE SERVICE 

that morning at 8am. At this meeting, 

we will elect council members, adopt the 

budget, and set the course for the New 

Year. Please be sure to attend ð remem-

ber, all confirmed members of  the con-

gregation are eligible to vote. 
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High school youth challenge the con-
gregation to collect 300 cans of  soup 
between January 16th and February 
6th, Super Bowl Sunday. Bring your 
cans of  soup and place them in the box 
in the gathering space. Soup will be do-
nated to the Muskego food pantry. 

 

Spaghetti Supper 

Monday, February 7th  

Adults $6.50, $5.50 senior citizen 60 and older, $3.50 for children under 12 yrs      
Spaghetti with meat sauce, bread, salad bar.                       
Reservation available for 5:00, 5:45, or 6:30pm.                 
Reservation required. Sign up on the bulletin board in the 
hallway or call the church office 262-679-1616                    
before February 2nd. 

 

 

At our first All Boards meeting in July 

of  2009, we decided that the focus of  

our efforts was skewed, and whatever 

we did was not as effective because 

we did not have PRAYER at the cen-

ter of  our work. The second all 

boards meeting produced 5 guiding 

principles for the congregation to follow as we discover what God is calling us to do: 

GOD is in Charge, Pray-Listen-Act, Be Open to God’s Challenges and Change, 

Trust God’s Plan & Word, and God Welcomes Everyone. . Last summer, our third 

all boards meeting returned to the need for prayer to be the center of  our efforts. We 

have been working on keeping our eyes on Jesus, and our ears attuned to what God is 

calling us to do and be. This February 12, we will hold our fourth all boards retreat, 

where we will begin the process of  discernment for the future direction of  Bethel. 

Leadership is encouraged to attend, and EVERYONE is welcome. We begin at 

8:30am and will end by 3pm. Lunch is provided. Please let the church office (Jeanne 

or Pastor Anne) know if  you will attend, as we need to order food. 
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About 3-4 months ago, a small group of  people began 

meeting once a week for prayer. The time varies, as we 

are trying to come up with times that will meet differ-

ent schedules. We praise God, we silently confess to 

God & we intercede to God. We pray for the church, 

the community, individuals, ourselves & families. Any-

one is welcome to come join us, for as God says 

"Where two or three are gathered in my name, there 

am I in the midst of  them." See the bulletin or calen-

dar in hallway for day & time. 

 Peace& Love/Bethel Prayer Warriors. 

 

 

Ginny’s Gems                               

“Our Father and Great Physician, we ask your mercy for those who suffer the 
distressing effects of  the passage of  years.  As time and illness decrease their 
mobility, let your spirit increase their joy.  When they must have help from oth-
ers, let their help be gracious and kind.  Keep them ever secure in the knowl-
edge of  your love and the assurance that through 
Christ, we are made whole again.  Amen…” 

 This is one of  the prayers that are prayed while work-
ing for the prayer shawl ministry.  If  you crochet or 
would like to learn how, join this ministry team. The 
group meets the 3rd Thursday of  the month at 7pm in 
the gathering space. All are welcome., Ginny Boettcher 
262-679-0065 

 

 

The Rachel Group is a group of  women who meet on the first Wednesday eve-
ning of  each month.   We study a variety of  Christian subjects, ranging from women in 
the bible to living in a Lutheran church.  We use movies and books.  We are currently 
working with the òThe People of God: Unity in the Midst of Diversityó from  the    
Lutheran Women Today magazine.  If  you are interested in joining us, please contact 
Cathy Pierce at (262) 679-1502. 
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Woman’s Study Group Every fourth Thursday of  the 
months from September to May, a group of  women have 
been regularly meeting to discuss Bible readings, books, and 
other general topics of  interest.  We are currently focused on 
reading the book òA Praying Lifeó.  Our next meeting will be 
January 27th.  Our meetings are held at church beginning at 
7:00 and usually end around 8:30 (after coffee and treats of  
course!).  Please feel free to pop in to one of  our meetings. 
We always love to have women join our group. 

 

Craft  Bake  and Raffle Baskets Sale- What a Great Success! 

 We raised a total of  $1390.50! Awesome! God provides! We couldn't have done it 
without all the wonderful, talented people who crafted, baked and helped assembled 
the raffle baskets. We are very thankful to the following Muskego businesses that con-
tributed to the raffle baskets. True Value, Culvers, Hair Magic, Great Clips, San 
Laurios, Tres Locos, Kings Wok, Big League Barbers, Mama Mia's, Pampered Chef  - 
Amy Schram and Edna  a very talented artist. Also, Packer's Outreach - (Green Bay).  
Please when ever you can please patronize the Muskego businesses because they have 
donated time and time again. 

St. Vincent DePaul Meal Program 

On November 9th 377 people were served at the Southside Meal Program by Linda 
Radmer, Barbara Siebert and the confirmation students. Stews were provided by 
Kathy Duran, Kathy Fischer, Kathy Ferguson, Julie Frahmann, Yvonne Hafferman 
and Jean Paape.  Cathy Pierce, Cassi Cook, Tylor Cook and Nick Henkel baked cakes.  
Jell-oõs were made by Barb Hilker, Sue Getzel, Lynn Gressle, Barb Zanotelli and Jean 
Paape.  Many thanks to those who participate in this ministry.  Bethel has been a sup-
porter of  St. Vincent DePaul for over 25 years.  Anyone wishing to help please con-
tact me.  Jean Paape 262-679-4369 

Muskego Food Pantry 

Weõve been very busy at the pantry.  We moved the 2nd Saturday in November.  We are 
now located at W189 S8184 Mercury Dr.  In the Muskego Industrial park.  We pro-
vided close to 50 families their Thanksgiving dinner.  For Christmas we have a Christ-
mas tree located at each Walgreenõs with an ornament hanging for each child that 
comes to our pantry.  Please pick an ornament, purchase the gift, wrap 
it and return it to Walgreenõs.  You can help make Christmas merrier for 
a Muskego child.  Anyone wishing to donate or volunteer please con-
tact me.  A big thanks to Bethel for its monetary support and the food 
donations. Julie Frahmann     262-679-2038                                     
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